Guest Editorial
2 The Global Conference on Primary Health Care in Astana, Kazakhstan, is designed to revive the focus on PHC so that global efforts in working towards universal health coverage and the Sustainable Development Goals, two key aspects of high importance in the current public health scenario, is consolidated.
Though we may not have participated actively as pharmacists in this community-centred approach, forty years later, when this event is being celebrated globally, it is time for us to become active participants. We can't ask for a better time and space for a change where the profession contributes visibly. One of the guiding documents is from the International Federation of Pharmacists which provides the Good Pharmacy Practice in developing countries.
3 While the clinical training for present and future pharmacists are geared towards enhancing the professional's contributions, it is also time to take stock of current challenges and opportunities to contribute in strengthening health care systems from the grass root levels at the PHCs. A community-centered approach that encompasses prevention of diseases, health promotion, empowering individuals and families at the grass root levels, is equally important.
Moving forward requires us to look back and reflect on what we have achieved so far, and how we intend to be game changers in becoming team players to implement the National Health Policy 2017 4 with a crucial focus on Universal Health Coverage.
Wish you all well while you each reflect on your current roles and future trajectory, so we join as team members for a common National and Global goal of strengthening primary health care.
